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head or sent it on under command of a Tartan is
doubtful The narrative is, as usual, in the first
person, and this does not prove the king's actual
presence. Before Egypt was entered Asshurban-
apal received gifts and protestations of loyalty
from twenty-two princes of the seacoast, who
joined forces with him. He had not far to inarch
before the army of Tirhaqa was met at Karbanit,
in the eastern or central part of the Delta, where
It was defeated. Tirhaqa had remained in Mem-
phis, and us soon as he heard of the defeat fled to
Thebes. Memphis was occupied by the Assyrians
without opposition, and there were received all
the princes, prefects, and officers whom Esarhad-
<lon had set in authority in Egypt, but who had
fled from their posts on the return of Tirhaqa.
They were all reinstated and the Assyrian rule
lirmly established. Then, laden with heavy plun-
der from the richest country of the world, the army
returned to Assyria. "Whether the leaders of the
array were suspicious of the restored princes or
not, or whether they had received some hint of a
conspiracy, we do not know, but they held them-
selves in readiness for a recall, and did not proceed
directly home.

As soon as the faithless governors thought that
the Assyrian forces were withdrawn three of them,
Sliarludari of Pelusium, Pakruru of Pisept, and
Necho of Memphis and Sais, began to plot against
the Assyrian overlordship. They sent messengers
to Tirhaqa asking him to join with them. The